 Jump to navigation Jump to Content
 

 	Facebook
	Twitter
	RSS
	YouTube
	Print


 En español	About Us
	Newsletters

 WETA Donate
 [image: Home]A bilingual site for educators and families of English language learners



      


 





	ELL Basics	Supporting ELLs Through COVID-19
	New to Teaching ELLs?
	ELL Glossary
	Special Populations
	Resources by Grade
	ELL Resources by State
	ELL Policy & Research
	ELL News Headlines
	Serving and Supporting Immigrant Students
	Special Education and ELLs


	School Support	Social and Emotional Support for ELLs
	ELL School Enrollment
	Bilingual & Dual-Language Education: Overview
	COVID-19 & ELLs
	College Readiness for ELLs
	ELL Program Planning
	Events During the School Year
	Assessment
	Programs for Success
	Special Education and ELLs
	School Libraries
	ELL Family Outreach
	For Administrators
	For Paraprofessionals


	Teaching ELLs	New to Teaching ELLs?
	Supporting Newcomer Students: Resource Gallery
	Creating a Welcoming Classroom
	ELL Classroom Strategy Library
	ELL Strategies & Best Practices
	Language & Vocabulary Instruction
	Literacy Instruction
	Content Instruction for ELLs
	Common Core
	Special Education and ELLs
	Technology & ELLs
	The Role of ESL Teachers
	Special Populations
	Navigating Tough Topics in the Classroom: Tips for ELL Educators


	For Families	Help Your Child Learn to Read
	Learning Together at Home
	The Preschool Years
	Schools and Families: An Important Partnership
	School Success
	Raising Bilingual Kids
	Technology at Home
	Resources for Parents of Teens
	Visiting the Public Library
	When Your Children Need Extra Help


	Books & Authors	Colorín Colorado Book Finder
	Books for Young Children
	Books for Kids
	Books for Young Adults
	Books for Professionals
	Diverse Books: Resource Guide
	Pura Belpré: Her Life and Legacy
	Literacy Calendar
	Meet the Authors


	Videos	Classroom Videos
	Advice for New Teachers of ELLs
	Webcasts
	Meet the Authors
	Meet the Experts
	Meet the Administrator
	Facebook Live Series
	PBS Show: Becoming Bilingual
	Being Bilingual Is a Superpower!
	Family Literacy: Multilingual Video Series
	Supporting ELLs During COVID-19: Educator Voices


	Audience	Teachers
	Administrators
	Paraprofessionals
	Librarians
	Parents & Families


	Resource Library	ELL Classroom Strategy Library
	ELL Resource Collections
	Guides & Toolkits
	Multilingual Tips for Families
	Reading Tips for Parents (Multilingual)
	Reading Tips for Educators
	Topics A to Z
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Research & Reports
	Web Resources
	ELL Resources by State
	Colorín Colorado Blog
	Natural Disaster Resources for Schools
	Responding to a Crisis








 

 You are here
	Home ›
	Teaching ELLs ›
	Common Core ›
	Language Proficiency Standards and the Common Core ›
	Blog ›
	CAL Brief: Responses to Questions About Implementing the Common Core with ELLs

  	Add new comment

CAL Brief: Responses to Questions About Implementing the Common Core with ELLs


 By
Lydia Breiseth


Hi everyone!  Diane has been at GATESOL this week in Georgia and continues her busy fall travel schedule, and Ayanna Cooper will provide the next installment of her series on planning professional development around Common Core and ELLs next week.
[image: ]In the meantime, I want to share a great new resource with you just launched this week. The Center for Applied Linguistics has recently published a practitioner brief entitled Implementing the Common Core for English Learners: Responses to Common Questions.
Now that educators and researchers alike are digging into the Common Core, more substantive conversations are emerging about what the new standards mean for ELLs, and this brief does a good job painting the big picture as well as offering specific and practical ideas for the classroom. (As someone who has been hunting for helpful resources on the Common Core and ELLs since the publication of the standards, it's exciting to see the discussion about implementation continue to evolve and to discover great resources such as this one!)
What makes this particular brief so useful is that it is based on educators’ questions about the new standards encountered by the CAL team in their professional development sessions. These questions have been raised by a variety of educators, including ESL teachers, content-area teachers, coaches, and administrators, and the authors offer suggestions that address each of those audiences throughout the brief.

What the brief includes
The authors first provide an overview to three significant language and literacy demands of the Common Core and explain what those demands (also referred to as shifts) will mean for ELLs.  These are:
	Language and literacy across all content areas and grades
	Increased use of informational text
	Focus on argumentation, such as citing evidence or defending a thesis statement

In addition to teasing out the implications of these shifts for ELLs, the authors provide specific classroom strategies for each of the three demands.
The authors then address five frequently asked questions about the Common Core and ELLs that they are hearing from teachers around the country, providing research-based responses to those questions and related classroom ideas.   You are sure to recognize at least a few – if not all – of them!  Here they are:
	The CCSS refer to the “conventions of standard English.” Does that mean I should explicitly teach grammar using traditional methods?
	Some of my students are still learning English. Can they meaningfully engage in activities that are aligned with the CCSS?
	According to the CCSS, students have to independently engage in close reading of complex grade-level text. Should I still build background knowledge?
	The CCSS for English language arts include recommended texts. Are these texts appropriate for English learners? What other kinds of texts should I use? How can I help English learners decode and comprehend texts at the recommended level of complexity?
	The CCSS do not address the first languages of English learners. Are there ways to incorporate students’ first languages in instruction and still meet the objectives of the Common Core?

This brief is useful not only in elucidating the opportunities and challenges that the Common Core presents to ELLs, but in moving that conversation to classroom application.  It may be helpful to share with colleagues or to use in your own preparation in answering colleagues’ questions about implementing the Common Core and ELLs.
We’d love to hear from you – how else might you use this brief in your Common Core work?
Note: One of the authors of the report, Jennifer Himmel, wrote an excellent article on the use of language objectives with ELLs for Colorin Colorado, which also includes a brief video clip from our interview with adviser Dr. Cynthia Lundgren at Hamline University.
CAL: Accelerating the Common Core
CAL will be continuing its Common Core work with the Gates Foundation around its new initiative, Accelerating the Common Core. The main goal of this two-year project involves improving teachers’ implementation of the Common Core State Standards for students learning English by providing online support for secondary teachers. You can learn more from the CAL website.
References
Duguay, A., Massoud, L., Tabaku, L., Himmel, J., & Sugarman, J. (2013).  Implementing the Common Core for English learners: Responses to common questions (Practitioner Brief). Washington, DC: Center for Applied Linguistics.
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   Mara replied on Thu, 2013-10-31 03:18 Permalink
 
 does any of this address immigrant status?
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  Lydia Breiseth replied on Thu, 2013-10-31 15:23 Permalink
 
 Hi Mara,
The CAL brief and the Common Core do not address immigration status, but it will be interesting to see how the "college- and career-readiness" conversation shapes up around the possibility of immigration reform. Thanks for your question!
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