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Who can remind me what irony is? [Anticipated response: Irony is the difference between what someone would expect to happen and what actually does happen.]



IRONIC 
B Y  A L A N I S  M O R I S S E T T E  

An old man turned ninety-eight 

He won the lottery and died the next day 

It's a black fly in your Chardonnay 

It's a death row pardon two minutes too late 

And isn't it ironic... don't you think 
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Now we are going to listen to a song about irony. The song is called Ironic, by Alanis Morissette. Try to read along the lyrics as you listen to the song.

Play the song. Scroll through the slides as the song plays to show the appropriate lyrics.



It's like rain on your wedding day 

It's a free ride when you've already paid 

It's the good advice that you just didn't take 

Who would've thought... it figures 
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[Show this slide while playing the song.]




Mr. Play It Safe was afraid to fly 

He packed his suitcase and kissed his kids goodbye 

He waited his whole life to take that flight 

And as the plane crashed down he thought 

"Well isn't this nice..." 

And isn't it ironic... don't you think 
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It's like rain on your wedding day 

It's a free ride when you've already paid 

It's the good advice that you just didn't take 

Who would've thought... it figures 
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Well life has a funny way of  sneaking up on you 

When you think everything's okay and everything's 

going right 

And life has a funny way of  helping you out when 

You think everything's gone wrong and everything 

blows up in your face 
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A traffic jam when you're already late 

A no-smoking sign on your cigarette break 

It's like ten thousand spoons when all you need is a 

knife 

It's meeting the man of  my dreams 

And then meeting his beautiful wife 
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And isn't it ironic...don't you think 

A little too ironic...and, yeah, I really do 

think 
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It's like rain on your wedding day 

It's a free ride when you've already paid 

It's the good advice that you just didn't take 

Who would've thought... it figures 
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Life has a funny way of  sneaking up on you 

Life has a funny, funny way of  helping you out 

Helping you out 
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An old man turned ninety-eight 

He won the lottery and died the next day. 
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Have students turn to Student Chart D.

Say: Now let’s talk about what the song means. As we talk, you should fill in the columns in your chart. If the example is ironic, write yes in the middle column. If it is not ironic, write no. [Students may also be expected to write why the example is or isn’t ironic in the final column.]
[Read the slide.]
Say: How old is the man? [Anticipated response: ninety-eight]
Say: Winning the lottery means he won a lot of money in a game. What happened to him the next day? [Anticipated response: he died]
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?




It's a black fly in your Chardonnay. 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: This is a black fly. Chardonnay is a type of fancy wine. In the song, the fly is in the person’s fancy wine.
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?





It's a death row pardon two minutes too late. 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: A death row pardon is when someone is in prison, and they are sentenced to die, but a judge says that they are innocent and they can go free.
Say: It says that the death row pardon is two minutes too late. What happened to the person? [Anticipated response: the person was put to death even though they were supposed to be let free.] 
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?




It's like rain on your wedding day 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: How do people feel on a wedding day? [Anticipated response: they are excited and happy]
Say: In the song, it’s raining on the wedding day. Is this ironic?
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?




It's a free ride when you've already paid 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: Many people ride subways, like in this picture, and they paid money for the ride. Then what did they find out? [Anticipated response: it was really free]
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?




It's the good advice that you just didn't take. 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: Advice is an idea or opinion that someone gives you to help you decide something. Partner talk. What is some good advice that someone has given you?
Say: In the song, the person received good advice, but they decided not to take it.
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?




Mr. Play It Safe was afraid to fly 

He packed his suitcase and kissed his kids goodbye 

He waited his whole life to take that flight 

And as the plane crashed down he thought 

"Well isn't this nice..." 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: The man described in this lyric, or song line, is called Mr. Play it Safe. It is not his real name. It is a nickname that means he doesn’t take any risks. In the song, he is afraid to fly on an airplane, but he finally decided to get on an airplane.
Say: What does it mean that he waited his whole life to take the flight? [Anticipated response: He waited for a really long time before he got on an airplane to fly somewhere.]
Say: It says his plane crashed down. What does that mean? [Anticipated response: It means that his plane got into an accident]
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?




A traffic jam when you're already late. 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: A traffic jam is when there are a lot of cars on the road, and the traffic stops or goes really slow. In the song, the person is already late. What will being in a traffic jam do? [Anticipated response: they will be even later]
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?




A no-smoking sign on your cigarette break 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: This is a no smoking sign. What does it mean? [Anticipated response: It means you’re not allowed to smoke]
Say: The person in the song took a break from work and went outside to smoke, but they see a no smoking sign.
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?




It's like ten thousand spoons when all you need 
is a knife 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: How many spoons does the person have in the song? [Anticipated response: ten thousand]
Say: Do they need a spoon? [Anticipated response: no]
Say: What do they need? [Anticipated response: a knife]
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?




It's meeting the man of  my dreams 

And then meeting his beautiful wife 
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[Read the slide.]
Say: When someone says they met the man of their dreams, it means they met a man they would like to be in a relationship with.
Say: In the song, the person met the man of her dreams. But why won’t she be able to be in a relationship with him? [Anticipated response: He is already married to a beautiful woman]
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?
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Say: At the end of The Story of an Hour, the main character, Mrs. Mallard, dies suddenly when she finds out that her husband is really alive.
Partner talk. Is this an example of irony? Why or why not?



	IRONY
	Ironic�by AlAnis Morissette
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22

