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Once upon a time, a 
nobleman lived 
happily with his sweet 
and gentle-natured 
wife and their young 
daughter. And when 
his wife died, he took 
another, who seemed 
as sweet and gentle as 
the first. 

But no sooner was the wedding over than the new wife revealed herself to 
be the mean and jealous person she truly was. She couldn’t stand the way 
her new stepdaughter’s pleasing demeanor made her own daughters look 
silly and selfish. That is why she gave her stepdaughter only rags to wear 
and made her do all the worst chores around the house. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Embedded Vocabulary (in bold in the text)
once upon a time -a common way to start a story
nobleman -a person who had high status, or position, with a king
sweet -gentle or nice
gentle-natured -someone with a nice or gentle personality
jealous -when you want what someone else has
couldn’t stand -doesn’t like someone
selfish -someone who only cares about themself and doesn’t care about anyone else
chores -a job around the house

Comprehension Questions
What happened to the nobleman’s wife? [Anticipated response: The nobleman’s wife died.]
What did he do when she died? [Anticipated response: He married another wife.]
Who can describe his first wife? [Anticipated response: She was sweet and gentle.]
Who can describe his second wife? [Anticipated response: She was mean and jealous.]
What did he think she was like before he married her? [Anticipated response: He thought she was sweet and gentle, like his first wife.]
Who was the new wife’s stepdaughter? [Anticipated response: Cinderella.]
How did the stepmother treat her stepdaughter, Cinderella? [Anticipated response: The stepmother gave Cinderella rags to wear and made her do all of the chores.]
Why did the new wife treat her stepdaughter, Cinderella, so badly? [Anticipated response: Cinderella was so pleasing that she made the stepmother’s own daughters look silly and selfish.]
Who can name the four people in this picture? [Make sure they name Cinderella.]




The poor girl swept all the 
floors... 

...washed and dried and 
pressed the laundry... 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Embedded Vocabulary (in bold in the text)
press -make clothes flat or smooth



... scrubbed the 
stairs... 

...and cleaned and scoured 
every dish, pot, and pan. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Embedded Vocabulary (in bold in the text)
scrub -clean something by rubbing hard

Partner Talk. Name the chores, or jobs, that Cinderella had to do.
[Anticipated responses: sweep floors; wash, dry, and press laundry; scrub the stairs; and clean the dishes, pots, and pans]



At night she slept on a thin 
mattress in the dingy attic, while 
her stepsisters had a lavish 
bedroom and all the luxuries 
they wanted. 

Her stepmother ruled her father 
with an iron fist, and the poor 
girl knew he would only scold 
her if she complained. So she 
suffered in patient silence. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Embedded Vocabulary (in bold in the text)
dingy -dark and dirty
attic -space in the house that is under the roof, often used to store things
lavish -more expensive than necessary
luxury -something very nice, but not necessary
scold -tell someone that they’ve done something wrong
complain -say that you are unhappy about something
suffer in patient silence -be quiet when you are unhappy

Comprehension Questions
[Point to the picture of Cinderella.] Where did Cinderella sleep? [Anticipated response: She slept on a dingy mattress in the attic.]
[Point to the picture of the stepsisters. Where did the stepsisters sleep? [Anticipated response: They slept in a lavish bedroom.]
Suffer in patient silence means to be quiet when you are unhappy. Why did Cinderella suffer in silent patience? 
[Anticipated response: Her stepmother controlled her father, so she knew that he would scold her if she complained.]
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