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Welcome!

Lydia Breiseth 

Director, Colorín Colorado



About Colorín Colorado

● Bilingual Public Media 
Project

● Based at PBS station 
WETA (Arlington, VA)



“Y colorín colorado…”

● In Spanish-speaking countries, 
stories and fairy tales often end 
with the phrase “¡Y colorín 
colorado, este cuento se ha 
acabado!”  

● There is no literal translation, but 
it’s similar to “And they lived 
happily ever after!”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6dCJEBSpcg


Introductions

• Name

• Child’s ages / grades

• Have you ever studied 
a language?

• What languages are spoken 
in your family?



Remember:

• Embrace empathy for yourself and others.

• Issues related to language can be complex…and 
traumatic.

• It’s never too late to learn (or re-learn) a language.



Heritage Languages in the News





Tips for Families



Article: Supporting Spanish at Home

Our tips come from 
this article, which is 
available in English 
and Spanish. 
(Featured 
resources are 
available at the end 
of the slide deck.)



Literacy and Language at Home

• Reading and talking together with your child is a gift in 
any language.

• Finding time to keep reading and talking together as 
your child gets older not only supports literacy and 
language – it can help keep family connections strong.



The Benefits of Being Bilingual

Talk with your child about the benefits of being bilingual:

● Family connections
● Friendship
● Culture
● Identity

● Jobs
● Travel
● Brain health



Highlight Bilingual Community Members
● Teachers
● School staff and leaders
● Faith leaders
● Doctors and lawyers
● Elected officials
● Business owners
● Artists, writers, and journalists

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOgSX4GMwcI


Community Connections

Look for bilingual and multicultural events at:
● Libraries

● Museums

● Embassies

● Festivals



Music & Concerts

● 123 Andrés

● José-Luis Orozco

● Canticos

● Books about musicians

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rn43pLNtlY


Playing Bilingual Games

● Guessing games

● Printable games

● Board games

● Activity books

“Guess Who” Questions in Spanish 
from Claremont PTA website



Bilingual Books



Bilingual Books

Text is in two languages:
● On the same page

● On opposing pages

● Two books in one



Books in Spanish

● Book is in one language
● An English version may 

also be available



Books Featuring 
Spanish Vocabulary

These books are written in 
English and include words 
Spanish.

There is even an official 
word for this: 
translanguaging.



Book for Older Kids & 
Adolescents

● Fiction

● Graphic Novels

● Non-Fiction

● Historical Fiction



Where can you find 
bilingual books?

● School/classroom library
● Book fair
● Public library (including 

e-books)
● Bookstore
● E-book / audiobook sites



New! Colorín Colorado Book Finder

Search for books by 
categories such as:

• Language
• Age
• Topic
• Award



Magazines

• High Five Bilingüe

• Explora

• Scholastic Classroom

• Out of Print

○ IGUANA

○ Ladybug en español 



Kids Content Online



How do I use Spanish books at home?

Depending on your child’s age, ask your child to :

● Find a specific letter

● Sound out words

● Find a word in Spanish they recognize

● Teach you a word they know

● Read to you



Reading Books That Feature Spanish Vocabulary

● They often will include a glossary and pronunciation 
guide.

● Talk about the ways that people use and mix languages.

● Ask your child why the author might have chosen certain 
words to appear in Spanish.

● Ask your child for help with pronunciation.

● Give them a chance to be your teacher!



Reading Bilingual Books
● Take turns reading aloud.

● Read the book in one language before reading it 
in the other language.

● Talk about different ways to say the same thing.

● Turn it into the scavenger hunt. 

○ “Show me the word for ‘water’.”



Listening to Your Child Read Out Loud

Your child can read:

● Books

● Magazines

● Textbooks

● Comics

● Graphic novels



Family Literacy in English and Spanish



Bilingual Family Reading Guide

● Tips for families organized by age and skill

● Available in English and Spanish

● Includes activities, resources, and videos



Multimedia
PBS Kids



PBS Kids: Shows

● Shows featuring Spanish-speaking families

● Shows available in Spanish

● Spanish games and videos online



Rosie’s Rules

PBS Kids



Alma’s Way

PBS Kids



Sesame Street

PBS Kids



PBS Kids: Podcasts and Games

PBS Kids



PBS Kids en español (Online)

PBS Kids



PBS Kids en español (App)

PBS Kids



PBS Kids en español (App)

PBS Kids



PBS Kids en español (App)

PBS Kids



PBS Kids en español (Amazon Prime)

PBS Kids



Common Sense / Common Sense Latino

Common Sense



TV & Movies

● TV shows in Spanish

● Movies featuring Spanish

● Movies available in Spanish audio

Disney / Nick Jr.



What are your takeaways from today?



Thank you!
Illustrations by Rafael López



Bonus Music Videos from 123 Andrés

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBiFqDyAZGA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r85rMZ3710E

