
ELL Funding:
Overview for Educators
Learn more about different types of funding streams that may 
be used for English Language Learners (ELLs). This list is not 
comprehensive or intended to provide fiscal guidance. Local 
and state ELL directors are a good source of information about 
the specifics of these funds.

Local and State Funds

These funds make up the core of districts' ELL budgets. 

Sources: Property, sales, and income taxes; lotteries; grants; special programs; and 
additional funding based on ELL enrollment numbers

. 

Federal Funds: ESSA

Federal funds distributed through the 
Every Student Succeeds Act:

● Title I-A: Improving Achievement
● Title I-C: Migrant Education 
● Title II: Professional Development
● Title III: English Learners
● Title IV-A: Academic Enrichment
● Title IV-B: Before- and 

After-School

To see more great tips, visit the online version of this article!

Colorín Colorado is the nation’s leading website serving educators and 
families of English language learners. Major support provided by our 
founding partner, AFT. Image: Allison Shelley for EduImages.

Questions To Ask

● How does ELL funding work in our district and state?
● Which funds support instruction; academic support; family engagement; and 

professional learning?
● What are specific examples of programs and activities supported by ELL funds?

. 

Federal Funds: Other

Other federal funding streams include:

● IDEA: Special Education

Title II of the The Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act includes:

● Adult Education and Literacy
● Civics and English Literacy

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/funding-ell-education-overview

