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ELL Strategy Library 
Overview: Presenter’s Guide 

Overview 
Educators are excited to discover the Colorín Colorado ELL Strategy Library! In fact, we have continued to 
expand our related resources thanks to requests from educators who keep coming back for more ideas. 

About This Guide 
In order to support educators’ professional development around the ELL Strategy Library, we have 
prepared a free introductory slide deck for your use. We have also prepared this presenter’s guide, which 
includes the following topics: 

• Planning Your Session: Tips for Presenters

• Professional Learning Activities

• PD Session Planning Tool

• Handouts:

o Exploring the ELL Strategy Library

o ELL Strategy Library: Brainstorm

o ELL Strategy Library: BINGO!

o ELL Strategy Library: Discussion and Reflection

For additional PD activities, see our ELL Strategy Slide Decks! 
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Planning Your Session:  
Tips for Presenters 
 
Here are some tips to help you plan an introductory session about the ELL Strategy Library. All of our 
materials are free and available for sharing in educational settings. You are welcome to edit the slides 
and handouts as needed. In your sessions, please share attribution to Colorín Colorado. 

What You Need 
You will need the following: 

• ELL Strategy Library slide deck 

• PD Planning Tool (optional) 

• Handouts from this guide (optional) 

• Internet access 
 

Before your session, we recommend that you look through the ELL Strategy Library slide deck and 
speaker’s notes to get familiar with the format, content, activities, pacing, and discussion questions. The 
PD Planning Tool also offers guiding questions for planning your session. These activities can be done in 
person or online. If you are presenting in person, you may wish to invite participants to bring a device 
ahead of time and confirm that you’ll have online access during your session. 
 

Timing 
The ELL Strategy Library slide deck will take around 30-45 minutes to complete, and bonus activities are 
included that can be used to extend the session. You may wish to consider: 

• Holding a follow-up session for teachers to plan a lesson using one of the strategies  

• Planning an in-depth session or event where you can lead participants through a deep dive of the  

ELL Strategy Library and the related activities 

• Introducing new activities during regularly scheduled team, department, or PLC meetings 

• Planning sessions with different audiences, such as math teachers, ELL coaches, etc. 

Discussion and Reflection 
In our experience, educators have generally had rich discussions in these sessions and they enjoy the 
opportunity for exploration and reflection. Leave as much time for discussion as possible and invite 
partners or small groups to share their takeaways with the bigger group to extend everyone’s learning. 

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/how-use-ell-strategy-library#slides
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Professional Learning Activities 
The ELL Strategy Library slide deck includes the following activities. Activities with handouts 
are noted in the description. 

 
Explore the ELL Strategy Library and Slide Decks 
Participants have a chance to browse the library and PD slide decks (accessed with a link or QR code).  
Handout: Exploring the ELL Strategy Library 
 

Featured ELL Strategy 
Participants walk through a strategy step by step and talk about how they might use or share it. 
 

ELL Strategy Brainstorm 
Participants look for strategies that could be used to teach a specific topic and then compare notes on 
their choices. You can see sample brainstorms on the following page.  
Handout: ELL Strategy Library Brainstorm 

 
ELL Strategy BINGO! 
After exploring the strategy library, participants can also play ELL Strategy BINGO!  
Handout: ELL Strategy BINGO! 
 

ELL Strategy Modeling 
Participants choose a strategy to model for the group.  
 

Planning a PD Session 
Participants brainstorm ideas for a possible PD session.  
Handout: PD Session Planning Tool 
 

Discussion Questions 
There are several discussion questions included throughout the slide deck, including in the Bonus 
Activities section.  
Handout: Discussion and Reflection Questions 
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PD Session Planning Tool 
Use this tool to help you plan your PD session with the ELL Strategy Library! This tool 
can also be used in PD planning activities during trainings and sessions. 

Audience 

Roles of attendees  Teachers     Coaches      Administrators

Other____________________________

Levels of ELL experience High     Medium    Limited    It’s a mix

Number of participants 

Setting & Logistics 

Type of event  PD training     Faculty meeting

Conference   Pre-service

Other____________________________

Is this a recurring event?  Yes         No        It could be!

Timing  30-45 min      45-60 min        60-90 min

Delivery  In-person     Virtual     Hybrid

Technology for In-Person/Hybrid 
Sessions 

We’ll have a live Internet connection

 Participants will have a device

Goals for the Session 

What should attendees get out of this 
session? 
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Exploring the ELL Strategy Library  
Use this graphic organizer to make notes about the strategies you explore in the Colorín Colorado ELL 
Strategy Library! 

Strategy 

My questions:   My ideas for using / sharing this strategy: 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Strategy 

My questions:  
 
 
 
  

My ideas for using / sharing this strategy: 
 
 
 
 
  

ELL Strategy Slide Deck 

My questions:  
 
 
 
  

My ideas for using / sharing this slide deck: 
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ELL Strategy Library: Brainstorm 
Use this graphic organizer with your partner or small group to make notes about your strategy brainstorm. 
You may wish to post this as a shared document to gather different responses. 

Topic 

Strategy #1  Ideas for using this strategy 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Strategy #2  Ideas for using this strategy 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Strategy #3 
 
 
 
  

Ideas for using this strategy 
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ELL Strategy Library: BINGO! 
Use this board to play BINGO after exploring the Colorín Colorado ELL Strategy Library!  Find colleagues 
whose strategies include the features below. 

Teaches 
background 
knowledge 

Involves complex 
sentences 

Relates to data  Includes ideas for 
incorporating 

students’ home 
languages 

  

Uses visuals Supports listening Teaches vocabulary 
 
 
  

Uses technology 
 
  

Supports writing Uses sentence 
frames 

Supports 
comprehension  

Involves peer 
collaboration 

 
  

Involves 
questioning 

Can be used to 
review content and 

vocabulary 

Teaches sentence 
structure  

Supports reading  
 
 
  

Can be used to 
introduce a new 

concept 

Can be used in 
social and 

emotional learning 

Supports speaking  Involves movement 
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ELL Strategy Library:  
Discussion and Reflection Questions 
Use these questions for discussion or personal reflection. 

Highlights: 

One takeaway from today was: 

I am excited to take back: 

I want to keep exploring: 

An “a-ha” moment for me was: 

Using the ELL Strategy Library in My Setting 

I could use the ELL Strategy Library to… 

Support a student: 

Co-plan with a colleague: 

Plan an upcoming lesson: 
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