Overview
Text engineering is a strategy that embeds scaffolds and supports directly into grade-level text increase student comprehension. This strategy is part of Colorin Colorado's ELL Strategy Library. 
Types of Scaffolds 
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Chunks of text 
Headers
Visuals
Cognates & translated terms
Student-friendly definitions
Synonyms

Sample: What are boreal forests?
Northern boreal (boreal) forests stretch down from the Arctic (El Ártico) and are dominated (dominado) by evergreen trees (los árboles de hoja perenne) – conifers (coníferas) that mostly keep their deep (dark) green leaves, called needles, year-round (all year long).
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Practice Text
How would you engineer this text? Make notes in the chart below and then add your ideas to the text.
These types of forest are more dominated by spruce and fir trees and include other conifers such as cedar trees, hemlocks, pine trees, and cypress trees.

	Headers
	Visuals
	Cognates/
Translations
	Definitions
	Synonyms

	









	
	
	
	








These types of forest are more dominated by spruce and fir trees 
and include other conifers 
such as cedar trees, hemlocks, pine trees, and cypress trees.

Text Engineering:
Graphic Organizer
Use this template to engineer your own text.Your text 


	Headers
	Visuals
	Cognates/
Translations
	Definitions
	Synonyms
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Example: Vocabulary Strategies

For example, let's say you'd like o find some strategies related
to vocabulary. You can fiter for *Vocabulary” under "Acadermic
Language Feature" and see what might be a good ftfor your
lesson and your goals forinstruction. Some options include.
the following:

Introducinga new unit
- Pre.teaching Content and Vocabulary
- Using Cognates
- Using Images

Reviewing vocabulary
- Meatch, Sort, and Order
- Photo Gallery

Student Input

In addition, look for ways to engage students around strategies — notjust by moving through the steps
of the stratagies, but giving them the tools to use these strategies indapendently and by asking them
to pay attention to what supports their earming. You can learm a ot by asking students what is working
{or noth.

For example, in their book, Ms. Skelton and M. Huynh share the following student response to the
question, "Whatis your favorite class?"

Biology is my favorite class because I love leaming about science. | want to study
‘medicine after high school. The teacher gives step-by.step directions for every.
Pproject so | know exactly how to complete it She also labels pictures and explains
the concepts ciearty. (0. 49)
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