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ELLs & Literacy
Resources from Colorín Colorado 



Hello!

Lydia Breiseth

Director, Colorín Colorado



Agenda

● About Colorín Colorado

● ELL Literacy Resources

● Books & Authors

● Other Highlights



About Colorín Colorado

● Serving 3 million unique 

visitors annually

● Based at PBS station 

WETA in Washington, DC

● Founded in 2004 in 

partnership with AFT

● Partners also include NEA



Literacy & ELLs

● Getting to Know ELLs

● Reading Instruction for ELLs

● Background Knowledge

● Scaffolding Instruction

● Academic Language

● Cultural Responsiveness 

● Engaging Families



Getting to Know ELLs

● Building relationships

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wr9e8R4EYRY
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Getting to Know ELLs

● Building relationships

● Creating a welcoming 

classroom



Getting to Know ELLs

● Building relationships

● Creating a welcoming 

classroom

● Learning about students’ 

languages, cultures, and 

countries

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tnRGO83zN4


Getting to Know ELLs

● Building relationships

● Creating a welcoming 

classroom

● Learning about students’ 

languages, cultures, and 

countries

● Learning about educational 

background
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Reading Instruction for 

ELLs

● Reading 101 for ELLs



Reading Instruction for 

ELLs

● Reading 101 for ELLs

● Classroom videos



Reading Instruction for 

ELLs

● Reading 101 for ELLs

● Classroom videos

● Literacy Foundations for 

ELLs



Background Knowledge

● Tapping into students’ 

knowledge & experience

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4hg6ThgSR0


Background Knowledge

● Tapping into students’ 

knowledge & experience

● Building background 

knowledge

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BEnlxdtzRM


Background Knowledge

● Tapping into students’ 

knowledge & experience

● Building background 

knowledge

● Resources in students’ 

home languages
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Scaffolding Instruction

● Visuals



Scaffolding Instruction

● Visuals

● Graphic organizers



Scaffolding Instruction

● Visuals

● Graphic organizers

● Glossaries



Scaffolding Instruction

● Visuals

● Graphic organizers

● Glossaries

● Sentence frames

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3rXwstobh8


Academic Language &

Vocabulary

● Content-area language
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Academic Language &

Vocabulary

● Content-area discourse

● Teaching vocabulary



Academic Language &

Vocabulary

● Content-area discourse

● Teaching vocabulary

● Cognates



Academic Language &

Vocabulary

● Content-area discourse

● Teaching vocabulary

● Cognates

● Oral language



Culturally Responsive 

Instruction for ELLs

● Diverse Books for ELLs

○ Culture

○ Language

○ Experience

● Experience



Family Engagement

● Communication



Family Engagement

● Communication

● Literacy resources in 

home languages



Family Engagement

● Communication

● Literacy resources in 

home languages



Books & Authors

● Booklists:

○ Children

○ Young Adults



Books & Authors

● Booklists:

○ Children

○ Young Adults



Books & Authors

● Booklists

○ Children

○ Young Adults

● Author Interviews

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Stj9Tl_eFmc


Books & Authors

● Booklists

○ Children

○ Young Adults

● Author Interviews

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpY0JUj0zXM


Pulling It All 

Together

● Dearborn, MI

● Full film online

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7h4G39J4Vg


Other Highlights

● SEL tip sheets in 16 

languages



Other Highlights

● New article on 

substitute shortage



Other Highlights

● Gratitude and kindness 

activities



Today’s Resources

https://www.colorincolorado.org

/csi-2022

LBreiseth@weta.org

Illustrations by Rafael López

https://www.colorincolorado.org/return-to-better
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