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Today’s Presenters

Kristina Robertson (Roseville, MN)Giselle Lundy-Ponce, AFT
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On the Agenda
● Introduction

● Return to Better:

○ Family Engagement

○ Social-Emotional Support

○ Instruction

○ Collaboration & Advocacy

● Colorín Colorado Resources
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Resource Collection 
Resources and videos from these slides are online here:

https://www.colorincolorado.org/return-better

https://www.colorincolorado.org/return-to-better
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ELL PD & Webinars from AFT
Archived:

● What ELL Educators Need to Know As Schools Reopen

Upcoming:

● How ELL Educators Can Prepare for 2021-2022 (TEACH)

● AFT’s Summer Educator Academy 
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Icebreaker: Celebrations

What are some strengths 
you saw in your ELLs or 
other students during the 
pandemic? 
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Time for Reflection
● Successes
● Challenges
● Your strengths
● Your students’ strengths
● Looking ahead
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New video: Teacher Voices

If I knew then what I 
know now….

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-7naFm3Q0A
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Return to Better
What can we do better 
than we were doing 
before?

What will we keep or 
let go?
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Return to Better for ELLs
1. Multilingual family engagement

1. Social-emotional support for the 
whole child

1. Equity in instructional planning 
and collaboration
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ELL Family Engagement

TIP: Build on this year’s successes.
• Apps & messaging

• Facebook Live

• Zoom Town Halls
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Social-Emotional Support
TIP: Coordinate your SEL work with others.

• Advocate for professional mental health services 
(bilingual if possible). 

• Connect with in-district support staff and help them 
understand the multilingual student needs.

• Get training on mental health first aid.

https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/
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Social-Emotional Support
TIP: Use mood meters for students (and you!). 
Mood Meter can be used for a daily check-in.

👍👍👎👎

Image from Mood 
Meter app.

https://heartmindonline.org/resources/boost-emotional-intelligence-with-the-mood-meter
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Social-Emotional Support
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Your Questions
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ELL Instruction

TIP: Slow down.
There is no shortcut to this...Nothing else 
is going to happen unless those kids feel 
safe and secure and loved. The best way 
to help them is to slow down. 

-Sue Stanley, Elementary Principal
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Collaborating on Behalf of ELLs

TIP: Use collaboration to minimize disruptions.

• Many teachers prioritized 
collaboration during the pandemic. 
Keep up the focus.

• Identify one or two collaboration 
strategies you will hold sacred, such 
as intentional collaborative planning 
time.
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Advocating for ELLs

TIP: Reframe the conversation. 
• What have students learned?

• Monitor language and refer to “interrupted 
learning” instead of “lost learning.”

• Consider the well-being of students before 
ramping up the academic pressure.
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Advocating for ELLs

TIP: Learn more about funding in your district and beyond. 



Advocacy in the ELL Profession
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Supporting Educator Self Care
Juliana Urtubey
2021 National Teacher of 
the Year

How administrators can 
support teacher wellness

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_02TANh16U


● Creating a welcoming classroom

● Partnering with families

● Supporting social-emotional health

● Planning for next year

● Updates on social media 

Colorín Colorado Resources

Photo by Allison Shelley for EDUimages.



● Unaccompanied Minors: What Schools Need to Know

● Supporting Indigenous Latinx Students

● Partnering with Indigenous Guatemalan Families

New on Colorín Colorado!
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Hands-On Learning
Our latest article features an award-
winning Title I school serving mostly 
ELLs that has embraced:

• Project-based learning
• Legos & robotics
• MakerSpace
• Art 
• Gardening 

Salina Garden
Salina Elementary 
School, Dearborn, MI 
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You Are Welcome Here

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wAVhTXf5aQ
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New video: Syracuse, NY

Finding a Friend after 
Hurricane Maria

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysXcqu5UA94


Videos: New Teachers of ELLs



Videos: Teaching During COVID-19



New Literacy Tips in 16 Languages



Multilingual Family FAQ on Special Ed



Supporting AAPI Students

How School Leaders Can 
Respond to Anti-Asian 
Bullying

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffPNIpGuKik
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Your Questions
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Thank you!
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